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Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

section i&SJSttr tained thou S h *f invention is "<* identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
Z f nniiJt ? ' IT d,ff fi e " ces between the sub J e « matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that 

£ inS ^ w \ I" I 6 h8Ve bee " ° bvi ° US 31 thC time the inven,ion was made to a P«« h-ing ordinary 
tall ,n the art to wh.ch sa.d subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 



Claims 1,3,8, 10,12, 15,17 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 (a) as being 
unpatentable over Sato (US 2002/0159805) in view of Hashimoto et al. (US 6,445,903). 

With respect to claims 1,3,8,10,12, 15, 17 and 21, Sato teaches an image forming 
apparatus and a method for directing and passing a print media through a print mechanism 1 
including a main paper path for guiding the print media through a fusing apparatus 15 1, a media 
flipper 52 which engages and drives the printed media in a first direction along the path 46 to a 
discharge tray 42 via a redirector 56 after printing on the media and in a second opposite 
direction toward one of the second path 45 to the discharge tray 43 and the third path to duplex 
path 152 via the path 46 (Sato, Figs.3,4,8,1 1,12, 18 and the paragraph [082]). Sato does not 
teach the stacker mounted in proximity to the fuser. Hashimoto et al. teaches a printer having 
a stacker 2 mounted in proximity to the fuser apparatus as shown in Figs.l and 3 of Hashimoto et 
al. In view of the teaching of Hashimoto et al., it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify the image forming apparatus of Sato by providing the stacker as taught 
by Hashimoto et al. to improve the efficiency of production of a printer. 
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Claims 2, 6, 9, 13, 16 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 (a) as being 
unpatentable over Sato in view of Hashing « al. as applied ,„ Cairns ,,3, 8 , 10 ,,2, 15,17 and 
21 above, and further in view of Muraoka et al. (US 6,353,727). 

With respect ,„ Cairns 2, 9 and 16, Sato and Hashimoto et al. teach all that is claimed 
except for the f„,dab,e tray for holding output. Muraoka e, ah teaches a conventional foldabfe 
tray for holding output „ shown m Fig , 4B mi m ^ ^ ^ ^ . $ ^ 

me foldable tray. h, view of the teaching of Muraoka e, ah, i, would have been obvious to one of 
ordmary sktl, i„ me «, t0 modlfy me prin(er ^ ^ rf ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

a foldable tray as taught by Muraoka et al. for reducing the size of a printer. 

Claims 7, 14 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 (a) as being unpatentable over 

Sato ,„ vtew of Hashimoto e, ah as applied to claims , A 8, 10,12, 15 ,17 and 21 above, and 

further in view of Katsuyama et al. (US 6,690,901). 

Sato and Hashimoto e, al. teach al. that is claimed, except the prim system which is a 
color prim system. Katsuyama e, a!, teaches a printer having a co!or print system 5 as shown in 
F.g.2 of Katsuyama e, al. h, view of the teaching of Katsuyama „ it wouM haye ^ 
obvious to one of ordinary ski,, in the „ to modify the primer and steps of Hashimoto et al by 
substring the color print system as naught by Katsuyama et ah for ensuring optima, prim 
quality in place of the printing system 6,7 of Hashimoto et al. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant, arguments ffled on January 06, 2006 have been firily considered but they are 
not persuasive of any etror in the above rejection. 

Apphcam argues mat Sato and Hashimoto e, ah do not teach or suggest the printer having 
the media flipper or driver that engages and moves media in , first ^ ^ fc 
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However, as explained ahove, Sa,o leaches clear* *e prim — , a &S a ^ 

14 15 and Ihe paragraph L0S2,). Nele «na, Ihe flapper of Salo meels ft. structure of Are 
14,15 ana me P 2 ^ des the 

redirected (claim 1) or redirection means (chum 15) or a directors 

w *■ « oath Clearly Sato teaches that the sheet is fed in opposite direction by 
sheet in the feeding path. Clearly, *a 

.versing .he second sheet discharging roller 52" (Sa,o, paragraph » - V 
et a,,eaches ataclcer wh,eh is monnled in proxlm.ry ,o Ihe .se, The«f e 

th e re fore t he'comhina t ionof Salo, Hashnnolo and Murao. e, al. renders the s^re as 
ttiereiore teach es the conventional use of the 

. . , • -> a o 1 i 16 and 19. Katsuyama et al. teacnes me w 
recited m claims 2, 6, 9, 13, 10 dnu rpn ders 
C e, orp rin,s yst em.herefore, th econ 1 hina t ionof Salo, Hashing and Ka,sn y ama e, a,. renders 

the structure as recited in claims 7, 14 and 20. 



Page 5 

Application/Control Number: 10/629,398 
Art Unit: 2854 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of 
the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to S*TWO 
MONTHS from the f^tTilSS action is no, mailed until after 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this Snal action ™° A shortened statutory period 

the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened taumry pen<£ *■ ^ ( ^ 3? cpR 

will expire on the date the advisory action is maded, j to n0 event , however, 

action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should he directed to Anthony Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272-2169. 
The examiner can normally be reached daily from 9 AM to 5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Hirshfeld, can be reached on (571) 272-2168. 

The fax phone number for this Group is (571) 273-8300. 



Anthony Nguyen 
03/17/2006 
Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 2800 



